Before moving to Arkansas’ Ozark Mountains, Benetick Kabua Maddison and his family lived in the low-lying island nation of the Republic of the Marshall Islands. Benetick and his family moved to Springdale, Arkansas, in 2001 to start a new life. He is the Assistant Director and Project Specialist for Youth, Climate, and Nuclear Issues at Marshallese Educational Initiative, a nonprofit organization based in Springdale, Arkansas, that serves the Marshallese community, raises awareness of Marshallese culture, and facilitates intercultural dialogue to foster positive social change. Benetick has years of experience working with his peers, younger Marshallese students, and their families on projects to increase retention rates in school, promote Marshallese culture and history, and issues affecting his people and homeland.  
