[0:07] Speaker A: It was June 5th, a Monday. And somewhere around that Friday
before, | was called in by the deputy chief physician. They told me it was for a
reception, and | asked the secretary what it was about. She said it was from the KGB. |
went in. They told me | needed to go to the first mobile laboratories, to the 30-
kilometer zone. At that time, Uncle Kolya was already in the hospital, having received
a dose in Pripyat.

[1:18] Speaker B: Is that your mother's brother?

[1:22] Speaker A: Your father was constantly in Chornobyl.

[1:31] Speaker B: He also received a disability and a bunch of ilinesses, and had his
legs amputated after that.

[1:39] Speaker A: And on the 19th, you and Pasha were evacuated along with the entire
school of children to the Donetsk region on two buses.

[1:58] Speaker B: The parents weren't told that we were put on a train, they took us
towards Crimeaq, didn't get us to Crimeaq, turned back to Donetsk, and only there did
they let us off. We were on the train for almost four days, not even understanding
where we were being taken.

[2:114] Speaker A: And later | found out that you were in the Summer camp, in an area
where the natural radiation level was almost the same as in Kyiv. And when | entered
the room, | was told that | was being sent there too. | wasn't scared, | was despareted.
That all our family members.,,

[2:58] Speaker B: Were caught in the crossfire. Mom, do you feel like a hero?

[3:11] Speaker A: Absolutely not.

[3:11] But you did a lot.

[3:11] Speaker A: Everybody did a lot.

[3:14] Speaker B: But specifically you, what did you do?

[3:16] Speaker A: In that laboratory, we traveled to almost all the villages, we collected
samples from them. It was June, and there were red and black currants. We took
them for research. Then the soldiers who came before us were cleaning the water in
the wells. We took that water before their cleaning. Well, they did cover it with sand,
then with some other materials. There were no people there. The goal of our trip was
to see if people could return to that 30-kilometer zone. Of all the villages we visited,
only two in the forest were clean. All the others... Even the water from the wells was
being cleaned. We took it before cleaning. Then soldiers cleaned it. We would come
back for the next assignment. Then we would take that water again. And it showed
that it was still contaminated.

[5:16] Speaker B: Mom, how were you protected?

[5:20] Speaker A: Not at alll.

[5:22] Speaker B: Did they at least offer anything, like how to protect yourself? You're
not a radiation specialist. This was like throwing a child into the deep end.

[5:34] Speaker A: They issued us white suits. Disposable ones. Just a firm material. And
that was it. And white lab coats.

[5:49] Speaker B: Just so you understand, my mom is currently a bit shaky because
she’s in a wheelchair. My dad was also in a wheelchair after Chornobyl. Mom, thank



God, can still stand on her own feet, but they amputated my dad's first leg, then the
second leg, and for the rest of his life, unfortunately, he was affected by Chornobyl.
Mom, is there something you want to say? Or what do you remember?

[6:21] Speaker A: What struck me? What do | remember? It's optimism. | have never
seen such optimism, such support anywhere. There were so many jokes.

[6:41] Speaker B: Let’s say, did you save each other? Yes, yes. And did you stick
together? Yes. Well, maybe that helped after all to survive?

[6:51] Speaker A: It helped a lot, Nina. If | tell you that when | was so pessimistic, when |
was told that | was being sent there too, then it all passed because | saw how many
young guys, 18-20 years old. Oh, how | saw, the general was crying.

[7:22] Speaker B: Well, he understood where he was sending those kids. He couldn’'t do
anything.

[7:26] Speaker A: We were invited to lunch with Galya by the military. And he said, 'l
can't come to terms with myself. Today | knew that | was sending boys, maybe even
to their deaths.” Their task was, again, they had no clothing that could protect them.
And their task was to go up in a single chain to that exploded reactor, to the roof, and
there was this graphite that had been blown apart. Each one took a piece, passed it
down, and there were vats with some oil, and they threw it in there. Well, by the time
you get there and carry this, they received radiation doses, of course. They were all
chemical troops.

[9:01] Speaker B: Were they prepared, Mom?

[9:01] Speaker A: | can't assess, Ning, unless | was not prepared.

[9:01] Speaker B: Well, judging by how you were sent, how were you prepared?

[9:06] Speaker A: Exactly. Well, simply... | didn’t work in a radiological laboratory.

[9:14] Speaker B: They appointed you and sent you. But did you manage, Mom? Do
you think you managed?

[9:20] Speaker A: For a month, Ning, | was completely immersed in radiological
research, preparing those instruments. Well, how could | not? | learned on the go how
to process data, had accurate results, even argued with the military, proved that | had
everything mathematically calculated.

[9:55] Speaker A: Calculated and justified the research. | simply calculated the error.
Well, this concerned those analyses that exceeded the permissible norms. This was
the first village in that 30-kilometer zone. By evening, we approached, and it was so
quiet, no sounds, not even a single dog barked. And there was a child's tricycle,
overturned in front of the gate. Right on the street, lying under that fence. That's how
people were when the evacuation happened, just everything. They couldn’t take
everything with them. And it was also very scary. Then we went to the next village. And
on the edge of the village, there was a little house. You know, there were no impressive
buildings like that. And two old women came out. Everyone had been evacuated.
Nina, they were so old, they were twins. They looked just like each other, and they were
barefoot. When we saw them, we grabbed their hands and asked them to put
something on their feet. They couldn't, there was such radiation here. We were doing



all these analyses, we knew it wasn't safe. And they looked at us like it was nothing.
And you know, it was also very hard to watch.
[12:17] Speaker B: Okay, thank you, Mom, | recorded this.

[0:07] Speaker A: Lle Oyno 5-Te uncio yepBHS, 11e OyB MOHEAIOK. A JIE€Ch TaKy
M'ATHULIO HAKAHYHI MEHE BU3MBA€ 3aM IOJIOBHOTO Jikaps. TaM mpuiloMHi MeH1
CKasaJid, sl MUTalo CeKpeTaps, a B uuM cnpasa? Bona rosoputs, Tam 13 KI'b.
3axX0Ky. MeHi KaKyTh, BaM TpeOa BUIXaTH Ha I1i TIepIII MepeaBUKHI labopaTopii,
30-kmroMeTpoBy 30HY. A Ha e dyac [saas Komst Bxe OyB B rocmiTaii, OTpUMAaBIITH
no3y B [Ipun'sri.

[1:18] Speaker B: Ile pimamii 6pat mamu?
[1:22] Speaker A: Bami 6arbko Tam He BuIi3aB 13 HopHOOUIIS.

[1:31] Speaker B: Tex orpumManu iHBaJIiAHICTH 1 Kydy XBOPOO, 1 Bifjpi3aHi HOTH
MICHS 1I[BOTO.

[1:39] Speaker A: A Bac 19-ro, TeGe i [lamry, 19-ro TpaBHs 1BOMa aBTOOyCcaMu
BHBE3JIM BCIO LIKOJY JiTel B JlIOHEIbKY 007acTh.

[1:58] Speaker B: barbkam He ckazainu, 110 HAC MOCAIWIHN 1IIe HA TOTAT, TArHymu
1o Kpumy, He nose3nu 1o Kpumy, moBepHynu B JIOHEUBK 1 TITLKH TaM BHCAIVIIH.
Mu maitxke yotupu 100U Oyau B TOTST, BXKE HABITh HE PO3YMIIOUH, Ky/Id HAC
BE3YTh.

[2:14] Speaker A: I sk s moTiM Bke y3Hana, o Bu Oynu B [lioHepcrkomy sarepi, B
AKOMY y MICUEBOCTI, i€ MPUPOAHUI poH paaionoriyHuii, by Maiixke Takuid, K y
Kuesi. | konu s 3aiinuia B KiMHaTY, MeH1 OyJ10 CKa3aHO, 10 1 MEHE TyAH
BIJIMIPABIISIIOTE. Sl HE 37sKala, ajie HaCTIIbKU OyJIo BIIUYTTS OOPEUEHOCTI, SIK
ckazaru. Take, 1110 BC1 HaIIl B CiM'T,

2:58] Speaker B: Ilomanu mix po3nady. Mamycs, a Bu ceOe 1odyBaeTe repoeM?
2:58] Speaker A: AGCONIOTHO HI.
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3:14] Speaker B: A ot came Bu, 1110 caMe BU pOOUIIH?

Speaker B: Ane xx Bu 6arato 3po0uiH.

Speaker A: Ta 1 BCl Tak IparftoBaIn.
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3:16] Speaker A: Ha it 1aGopatopii Mu 311 1O BCIX Celax, Maibke BCl MU
00'i3numu, Opanu y HuX 3pas3ku, 11e x OyB 4epBEHb MiCSIlb, cCaMe OYyJIH TIJI0U
CMOPOIMHYU YEPBOHOI 1 YOpHOI. Mu Opanu ix Ha gocmipkeHHs. [lotim commaTu, ski
WK niepes HaMy, BOHU ouMinainy Boxy B Kpunuusx. Mu 6painu 1o Boay. 10
ixHporo ounineHHs. Hy, He 3acumnany TaM micKoM, MOTIM 1€ SIKUMOCh
Marepianamu. Jlroneit sxke He Oyio Tam. Lle Oyna MeTa HamIOl MOi3AKU—
MOJIMBUTHUCS, YU MOXHa Oyze mozaeil, [loepuytu? [loBepnytu B 110 30-
KUJIOMETPOBY 30HY. I3 ycix 00'DKKEHMX HaMHU CiJT TUTBKH JBa celia y Jiici Oynu
gucTi. A BCi octanbHi... HaBiTh mio Boay 3 KpuHU ouniaid. Mu 6panm 10



ountnieHHs. [ToTiM ixH1 conparty ounmanu. Mu npuikKan Ha HACTYTHY
KOMaHIUpoBKY. OTOMpaii MOTIM BXKE OMSATH 10 BOy. | BOHa mokasyBaia, 1110 BOHa
BCE OJ[HO 3arps3HsuIaCs.

[5:16] Speaker B: Mamycs, a sik Bac 3axuIiaim’?
[5:20] Speaker A: Hisk.

[5:22] Speaker B: A xou moch nponoHyBaiy, sik caMomy. Bu x He crermianict no
pamianii. e »x He Bama crerianizanis. Lle % Bac Ak AUTUHY TyJIU KUHYJIH.

[5:34] Speaker A: Ham Bumanu GineHbKi KocTioMu. XebemrHi. Och Taka
TBepJeHbKa. | Bce. I OuTl XanaTukwu.

[5:49] Speaker B: I1[06 Bu po3yMinn, Mama 3apa3 TPOIIKH ITOKAYy€ETHCS, TOMY IO
MaMa Ha 1HBaJiAHOMY Bi30uky. Miit mana tex micist YopuoOuis OyB Ha
1HBaJAHOMY B1304Ky. Mama, ciaBa bory, CBOIMU HOXKaMHU L€ MOXE ONUPATUCS, a
narni mepiry HOTy Bipi3aiiu, ApyTy HOTY, 1 IO KIHIS CBOTO JKUTTS BiH OyB y Hac, Ha
’aJb, TpPaBMOBaHUM came 1uM YopHoOminem. MaMycik, € 0Ch Take, 10 X0UeThCs
ckazaru?

[6:21] Speaker B: I1lo Bpa3uno? Uu o 3ragyerbesi? 1o 3ragyerncs?

[6:21] Speaker A: Ile ontumism. Hine s Hikonu He 6aunsia TakOro ONTHMi3MY,
Takoi maTpuMku. CTUTBKH OyII0 aHIKIOTIB.

[6:41] Speaker B: Ckaximo Tak, PatyBanu ogun onnoro? Tak, Tak. [ pumanucs
onuH ogHoro? Tak. Hy, MOXXITHBO, 11€ TOTIOMOTJIO BCE K TaKH 1 BUKUTHU?

[6:51] Speaker A: Jlyxe normomorio, Hina. SIkio st To01 roBopto, 110 Kojii B MEHE
Takui OyB MeCHUMi3M, KOJIU MEH1 CKa3aJjH, 1110 1 MeHE TyJl1 OTCUJIat0Th, TO MOTIM
HACTIIBKH 1€ BCe Mpoiiio, Tomy 110 s 6auunia, ki Moo/ XJjomii, mo 18-20
pokiB. Ox, sk 51 6a4miia, HisIK MJIaKaB TeHepall.

[7:22] Speaker B: Hy BiH po3ymiB, Kyau BiH IpaBiisie ux aitei. Hivoro He mir
3pOoOHUTH.

[7:26] Speaker A: Hac 3anpocunu 3 ['anieto Ha 00if 10 BificbKkoBUX. | BiH po3IOBiB,
Kaxe, 51 He MoKy TpuiiTH B cebe. S choroH1 3HaB, 10 S BiAIPaBIAB, MOXE,
HABITh 1 HA CMEPTh XJIOMIIB. IM Oy/a 3aaua, ONATH XKe TaKHu, HisKOI 3 He OyIo
ofexi, o6 Mora 3axumary. | im Oyna 3a7a4a, BOHU 110 OAHOMY JIAHIIIOKKY
MiTHIMAJIUCS Ha TOM B3OPBAaHUM PEAKTOP. PEaKTOP Ha KPUIITY, 1 TaM XKe K OIleH
rpadit, sikuit po3Hecno kyckamu. KoxxeH OpaB KycOK, IPOXOJUB 1 CITyCKaJl BHU3, a
TaM CTOSUIM TaKi YaHH 3 SKUMOCh MacjoM, 1 BOHU oro Tyau kuaanu. Hy, noku x
MIPOMIeNI 1 MOKH 11e TpoHecent, Bouu no3y orpumyBanu, 3BicHO. Bonu x Oynu, Bci
1e >k Oy/nM XIMI4yH1 Bilicbka. A BOHHU OyJU MIATOTOBJIEH], MaM? Sl HE MOXY OLIIHUTH,
Hina, x10a s Oyna miaroTosieHa.

[9:01] Speaker B: Hy, cyasdu 3 Toro, sik Bac BiAIPaBUIH, SIK BU OyIn
miarorosiaeHi? OTOX.



[9:06] Speaker A: Hy, mpocTo *... 5 3 B paaionoriyxiii 1abopartopii He
mpalkoBaa.

[9:14] Speaker B: Haznaunnu ta BianpaBunu. Ajie Bu CipaBUIUCh, Mam? Bu
BBA)XA€TE, BU CIIPABUJIUCH?

[9:20] Speaker A: Micsup, Hina, s Oyna OBHICTIO 3arpyeHa paaioloTiYyHUMU
JOCITIKEHHSIMU, MIATOTOBKOO X npuianiB. Hy, a sk sxe? Ha xomy BuB4ana, sk
Tpeba 00pobiATy AaHi, bynu npaBuibHI pe3yabTaTd, HaBITh HIOCh BXOJWJIA,
criepedaracs 31 BINCbKOBUMH, JOKa3yBaJa, 10 B MEHE BCE MAaTEeMaTHUYHO...

[9:54] Speaker B: Bupaxosano.

[9:55] Speaker A: BupaxoBaHo 1 onpaBaaHo JOCHTIKEHHS. Sl TOXUOKY MPOCTO
Bruncisuia. Hy, e Bkacanocs TUX aHami31B, SIKi IEPEBHUIIYBAIH TOITYCTAMI HOPMHU.
Ie 6yno nepuie ceno 1iei 30-kioMeTpoBoi 30HU. MU Tak yke MmiaBedip, Taki
CYMUPKH OyId, T TKIKAEMO, 1 TUXO-THXO, HISIKUX 3BYKiB, HI OJJHE coOauka He
raBKHYB. | BemocuneanKk TuTsSIuid, TPhOXKOIICHUHN, IEPEBEPHYTHH TIepe/
BopoTamu. [IpsiMo Ha BYJIHITIO ITiJT OIIEIO K OTPAAKOIO JISKUTh. OTak JIOAN TO],
KOJIM eBaKyallis Oyna, To mpsaMo Bce. BoHu 5k He MoITu co6010 BChOTO B3ATH. | Tex
TaK 11e OyJIo CTpaIIHo. A MOTIM MU III€ NMOiXaJId B HACTyMHE cello. | Tak Ha Kparo
cesa, Taka XaTMHOYKa. 3HA€EI, TaM He OyJI0 TaKKX OChb IMIIO3aHTHHUX Oy/IiBeb. |
BUXOIATH 1B1 6a0yci. Le xk ycix ke Bucenuiau. Hina, Taki cTapeHbKi, BOHH
onusnsTa. [{pyr Ha apyra moxoxi, sik och [ 60ci. Mu sik mo6auunim, XBaTaeMo ix 3a
PYKH, IPOCUMO, O/IIHbTE II0Ch Ha HOTH. Hy He Moxe, TyT ke Taka paaiaiis. Mu x
yce poOMMO 11i aHaNi3u, 3HAEMO, 1110 He MOYKHA. A BOHM TaK TUBIISTHCS Ha Hac. A
HaM Bce piBHO. | e, T 3Haem, Tak Oyno. Tex qyke BaXKKO TUBUTHUCA.

[12:17] Speaker B: [1o6pe, asixyro, Mamycs, 5 1ie 3amucarna.



